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wonted scruples, shrank from the murder of their sovereign;
and a combination of apothecaries and ecclesiastical lawyers
was devised to bring the reign of good King Wamba to a
contemptible close.

On Sunday, 14th April, after the celebration of Mass, a
potion was administered to Wamba by the aspiring Erwig.
The drug took effect. And the king's approaching dissolution
being made apparent to the palace, he was invested with the
habit of a monk, and his unconscious head was piously shaven,
in order that his passage to another world might be rendered
more propitious. But Wamba did not die. The cup had con-
tained no poison, but a sleeping draught; and in due time he
awoke, a frocked and tonsured ecclesiastic, incapable under a
recent law from sitting upon the throne of the Visigoths; and
he was fain to retire to the monastery of Pampliega, near Burgos,
leaving his crown upon the head of the wily Erwig. It was a
contemptible close to a worthy reign, contemptible indeed in
every way. For if all our indignation be reserved for Erwig
the palatine, and Julian the bishop, we can have but little
respect for a Gothic king who could submit to be cozened of
his kingdom by a change of costume, and who could abandon
his Gothic subjects to the sacrilegious tricksters who had defiled
the sacred emblems of the religion of truth in the interests of
their own worldly pride and covetousness. Had Wamba, in-
stead of kissing the rod, hanged Flamus Enngius on the walls of
his palace, from a gallows higher than that of Haman, and
banished Julian as far as the shores of the Euxine, he would
have died a greater king, and, perhaps, no worse a Christian,
than he did in the livery of fraud in his ecclesiastical prison at
Pampliega. The best that can be said of him is that in the
supreme moment he obeyed the laws of his country.

The new monarch promptly put himself under the protection
of the Church. He summoned a Council, the Twelfth of Toledo,
to meet in January, 681, and cravingl as a royal suppliant the
support of the assembled bishops, he was duly recognised,
authorised, and accepted as king. The well satisfied Fathers
then proceeded to modify the military laws or decrees made by
Wamba, to remit many of the penalties inflicted upon State

1 The prayer of the suppliant was supported by three pieces of documentary
evidence: i. A certificate, signed by the great officers of the palace, of the religious
shaving and habiting of Wamba, 2. A deed of abdication signed by Wamba
himself. 3. A letter addressed by Wamba to Bishop Julian, President of the
Council, praying that Erwig might be anointed king. This was kissing the rod
indeed I